GIVING TO MISSION
Here at St Mark’s we give 10% of our core income to support Christian mission at
home and abroad. In addition, a substantial proportion of the Parish Share which we
pay to our Diocese goes towards mission outside of our own area. We are proud to be
able to support so many gospel based, kingdom initiatives which are bringing light, hope
and practical help to people across our town, nation and globe.
There are two easy ways in which you can give to St Mark’s Church to help maintain
this valuable work:
l
l

Regular giving
One-off giving

Find out more, download a form or make a one off donation
on our website: www.smch.org.uk/give or call the church
office on: 01423 544528 and we’ll send you the information.

Every penny donated to us is spent in
support of the mission and ministry of the church.

Thank you

Visit St Mark’s Church, Leeds Rd, Harrogate, HG2 8AY
Call 01423 544528 Email office@smch.org.uk

www.smch.org.uk

F O R J U LY / A U G U S T AT S T M A R K ’ S

Please use this resource to guide your own prayers for our community and the wider world.
In a time of national crisis, when our normal habits of meeting together at church are halted, praying together
can unite us as a church family, and help us to remember before God the vulnerable in our town, the wider world,
the sick in our community, and our church.
We are praying for all our church’s Mission Partners in this time, so there are brief prayer points for these
different organisations which are having to adapt their work due to the pandemic, and also cope with a
significant drop in funding. St Mark’s is committed to supporting them financially, as set out in the Annual
Report, and also in prayer.
Sun 5th – Sat 11th July
Gracious Father, by the obedience of Jesus you brought salvation to our wayward world: draw
us into harmony with your will, that we may find all things restored in him, our Saviour Jesus
Christ.
We pray this week for our Mission Partner Mission Without Borders, especially now when, in
normal times, hundreds of children would have been attending holiday camps across Eastern
Europe. Pray for the local churches to make contact with these children and their families, to
encourage them and support them in any ways they can.
Watch the brilliant video interview with Stephen Young, Managing Director of MWB, which
is in the weekly email this week. Thank God too for Chris Davies, who works as MWB’s IT
Director, in his crucial role enabling people to connect with each other across the different
countries in Eastern Europe and in the UK and USA.
Sunday 5th July marks the anniversary of the formation of the NHS in 1948. Thank God for
Beveridge, the architect of the NHS, who identified “five giants” that had to be
slain: want, disease, squalor, ignorance and idleness. Thank God for our NHS
services and workers now, and pray for their future. Pray too for people of
courage and vision to be able to map out reforms in our times in the light of the
Covid-19 pandemic, bringing God’s kingdom values to bear in society, services and structures.

Join us via YouTube Mon-Fri at 12 noon for midday prayer
www.youtube.com/channel/UC2ZCQKjOtssPHQZ3CXLcOrw

Prayer Diary
JULY & AUGUST 2020
Please use this resource to guide your own prayers this month
for our community and the wider world.
Sun 12th – Sat 18th July

Sun 19th – Sat 25th July

Almighty God, send down upon your
Church the riches of your Spirit, and
kindle in all who minister the gospel your
countless gifts of grace; through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

Creator God, you made us all in your
image: may we discern you in all that
we see, and serve you in all that we do;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Thank God for his grace. Thank Him that
in the lockdown we have experienced
the biblical truth of the “priesthood of all
believers”, that we are all equal members
of Christ’s body, all “ministers of the
gospel”, with the Holy Spirit living in us,
and at work through us. Give thanks
for ways in which you have been able to
connect with others, encourage them in
their faith or pray. Ask God’s Holy Spirit
to be at work through all involved in the
process of appointing a new vicar, when
that time comes.
This week we hold in our
prayers the work of our Mission
Partner In2Out, working
with young people in prison
and especially on release. In
the most extreme weeks of lockdown,
prisoners were in their cells for 23 hours
every day. Pray for healing and peace for
each young offender, and remind them of
your gifts of grace. Pray for the chaplain
at Wetherby, Andrew, and for the In2Out
staff working at the prison. Thank God for
the In2Out mentors like Andy Wilson who
get to walk alongside the young people on
their release and help them stay on track.

This week, 20th – 23rd July,
is St Mark’s Holiday Club:
Courageous Christians!
Pray for all the children
and families involved, that God
will really speak to them through the
lives of these courageous believers,
John the Baptist, Levi, Mary, Martha
and Zacchaeus. Pray that, despite the
holiday club running online and not in
church, valuable lessons will be learnt
and relationships with God deepened.
Pray for protection over the team: Gail,
Rachel and Julia.
Our Mission Partner Open
Doors supports Christians
around the world who
live in the most dangerous
places to profess faith in Jesus. It is
very hard to discern God’s image in a
persecutor, or in a person who rejects
you because of your faith in Jesus. Pray
for the grace for persecuted Christians
around the world to see those around
them as God sees them, and to have
courage to stand firm in their faith.
Thank God for Open Doors partners
around the world who deliver bibles,
aid, food and counselling where it is
most needed.

Ruth and Paul Turner

Wellspring

In2Out

Sun 26th July – Sat 1st August
Generous God, you give us gifts and make them grow: though our faith
is small as mustard seed, make it grow to your glory and the flourishing
of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord
We pray this week for Wellspring Training and Therapy in their vital work to set people
on the road to life and flourishing once again. Thank God for sustaining staff and clients
through the lockdown, and pray for wisdom as the lockdown eases and decisions need
to be made about face-to-face sessions starting up again. Thank God for Emily the
Director, and for the trustees, and pray for God’s presence to be with them all.
Pray for God’s gospel seed to grow in the hearts of all who attended holiday club
last week, that those children and families may come to know the love of God in a
powerful way in their lives. Pray too for God to work in the hearts and minds of all the
women who attended the Sanctuary Summer Fruits event on July 3rd, that they will
grow in Christ-likeness and be aware of God’s Holy Spirit at work in them.
Sun 2nd – Sat 8th August
Lord God, your Son left the riches of heaven and became poor for our sake: when we
prosper save us from pride, when we are needy save us from despair, that we may trust
in you alone; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Pray this week for our Mission Partners Paul and Ruth Turner with Latin
Link. Thank God that Paul and Ruth are now reunited in Northern
Ireland after spending lockdown apart with their respective parents. Pray
for God to continue His good work through them encouraging their teams and spending
time on calls to Latin Link country leaders across Latin America. Pray for the church in
Latin America to be a witness to God’s love and power as they respond to the pandemic.
This week let’s pray for God’s peace and presence to be with our young people from
St Mark’s and Natalie Jones our Youth Pastor, thanking God for sustaining Natalie
and the Youth team as they served the young people through lockdown, and for the
opportunities this summer to meet up with friends and wider family. Pray for vision and
wisdom for Keelan Glendinning as he prepares to start his internship at St
Mark’s through Youth for Christ.

Sun 9th – Sat 15th August

Sun 16th – Sat 22nd August

Gracious Father, revive your Church in
our day, and make her holy, strong and
faithful, for your glory’s sake in Jesus
Christ our Lord.

Lord of heaven and earth, as Jesus taught
his disciples to be persistent in prayer,
give us patience and courage never to
lose hope, but always to bring our prayers
before you; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Please pray this week for our Mission
Partner Artizan International, especially
as they open their new premises in
Oxford Street, Harrogate, and prepare
to hold craft workshops and in due
course
open a
café there.
Pray for
good
mental health for the differently-able
workshop participants both in the UK,
and in Peru and Ecuador, who cannot
mix with others due to the risk of
Covid, and for those that care for them.
Ask God to provide for Artizan’s work,
for financial and practical support where
needed, and to equip Susie Hart as she
writes funding applications and speaks
about Artizan’s work.
We lift to God this week the whole
process of seeking and recruiting a new
vicar for St Mark’s. We pray that you,
Lord, will indeed revive your Church
now, here in Harrogate and around the
world, to be a means of your grace and
blessing. Give wisdom to all involved in
the vacancy advertising, shortlisting and
interviewing, and speak by your Holy
Spirit through our patron, Archdeacon
and PCC representatives in that
process. Thank God that he holds us,
his children, in his hands, and promises
to complete the work he has begun in
us.

This week our prayers focus on Harrogate
Homeless Project and St George’s Crypt,
Leeds. During
the pandemic
our thoughts
and prayers have
often turned to
the disadvantaged, and there was an
outpouring of practical support, whereby
food and housing was provided for many
homeless people. Thank God that former
rough sleepers now have the promise of
shelter until early next year, but pray for a
lasting solution, and for effective work by
these two organisations as they work with
individuals and the authorities to meet the
needs of the most vulnerable.

Pray this
week
with persistence for those listed at the
end of this prayer diary. Pray for God to
meet with them in their suffering, or in
their grief, and pray for His power to be
at work transforming and renewing them.
Give us the courage never to lose hope,
but to pray with confidence that you are

Sun 23rd – Sat 29th August

Sun 30th August – Sat 5th September

God of glory, the end of our searching, help us
to lay aside all that prevents us from seeking
your kingdom, and to give all that we have to
gain the pearl beyond all price, through our
Saviour Jesus Christ.

God of constant mercy, who sent your Son
to save us: remind us of your goodness,
increase your grace within us, that our
thankfulness may grow, through Jesus Christ
our Lord.

Pray this week for our Mission Partner
Lifeline Harrogate, and especially for Andy
Wilson as he begins his new role as their
Operations Manager. Praise God that Andy’s
experience as a mentor with In2Out is a great
fit with Lifeline’s vision to work
with ex-offenders and be part of
their rehabilitation and training.
Give wisdom, Lord, to Carl and
Georgie Good as they manage Lifeline’s work,
build up relationships with the residents in
their four houses, and partnerships with other
organisations in Harrogate.

On 1st September please join with others
around the world to Pray and Fast for the
Climate. Pray if you believe that Christians
owe it to future generations and those
already impacted by climate change to
respond to the Climate Crisis. Pray in the
knowledge that God’s Spirit can influence
politicians, negotiators, scientists, and world
leaders to bring about a greener, more just
and sustainable world. Thank God that he
is sovereign over all of His Creation.

Make us restless, Lord God, as we live in
relative affluence, to pray and work for your
kingdom to come. Help us to lay down our
lives for others and thereby focus on the pearl
of great price – knowing Jesus and sharing His
love in the world. Thank you, Lord God, for
the Black Lives Matter movement. We ask
your forgiveness, Lord Jesus, for not treating
other people as equal children of God, and ask
that we each respond faithfully and lovingly to
our neighbours, whatever their background
or race.

This week we pray for our
Mission Partner Caring for Life,
working with vulnerable people
on Crag Farm and those living
in their residential homes and other areas
across north Leeds. Thank you that in
Caring For Life’s work we glimpse your
heart, Lord, as staff members share Jesus
with people from all walks of life. Pray for
God’s protection for those staff members
who visit people in the community, talk at
the door and deliver food and activities to
them. Increase your grace within these
people, Lord, that their thankfulness may
grow.

We pray for the continuing needs of Anne-Marie Atkinson, Stan and Lorraine Bisby, Mike Calvert,
Christina, Andrew and Mo Clarke, Helen Hardie, Frances and Andy Kershaw, Lucy, Aidan and the
Newton family, Latha Prabhu, Maureen Preston, Rosie Rant, Liz and Shirley Ruddle, Amber Seaver,
Dave Worthington.
We pray for those recovering from Covid, Michelle and Ethan Beckett, Meg McKenery, Becky (Roger
& Lesley Elliot’s daughter), Louise Newton.
We pray for all in our church family who have been recently bereaved. We pray also for their
families and friends and all those who care for them.
We pray for all those who are affected by Covid19. Those who are isolated and lonely. For your
healing hand on those who are sick. Comfort to the bereaved.

