
Praying for our new vicar 
Feel free to print and use this outline to pray on your own, with others in your Community or small group, or 
when you join in our church prayer gatherings. 

Welcome: 

We can pray together, virtually, either joining the Zoom meeting or praying from home, 
or in our Communities and small groups, and we welcome everyone to participate in this 
call to prayer, whether you prefer speaking out or praying in silence.  Prayer shows our 
dependence on God, and our trust that He is sovereign over our church and our lives. 

 

Opening music – as we listen, let’s prepare ourselves to seek God together. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ekKGRnuakuc 

“One thing I have asked of the Lord, this is what I seek, that I may dwell in the house of the 
Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to seek him in his temple. 
Who is it that you seek?  We seek the Lord our God 
Do you seek him with all your heart?  Amen, Lord have mercy. 
Do you seek him with all your soul?  Amen, Lord have mercy. 
Do you seek him with all your mind?  Amen, Lord have mercy. 
Do you seek him with all your strength? Amen, Christ have mercy.” 
 
Scripture readings – as we read/hear these bible passages, let’s reflect on the loving, 
servant heart of our Lord Jesus Christ.   

Our first reading is from Isaiah, foreshadowing Jesus’ life, teaching, death and 
resurrection. 

Isaiah 42 

The Servant of the LORD 
42 “Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 
    my chosen one in whom I delight; 
I will put my Spirit on him, 
    and he will bring justice to the nations. 
2 He will not shout or cry out, 
    or raise his voice in the streets. 
3 A bruised reed he will not break, 
    and a smouldering wick he will not snuff out. 
In faithfulness he will bring forth justice; 
4 

    he will not falter or be discouraged 
till he establishes justice on earth. 
    In his teaching the islands will put their hope.” 



 

Our second reading, from Mark’s gospel, reveals what Jesus’ death means, and points to 
how his followers are to serve one another. 

Mark 10 

Jesus Predicts His Death a Third Time 

32 They were on their way up to Jerusalem, with Jesus leading the way, and the disciples were 
astonished, while those who followed were afraid. Again he took the Twelve aside and told them 
what was going to happen to him. 33 “We are going up to Jerusalem,” he said, “and the Son of 
Man will be delivered over to the chief priests and the teachers of the law. They will condemn him 
to death and will hand him over to the Gentiles, 34 who will mock him and spit on him, flog 
him and kill him. Three days later he will rise.” 

The Request of James and John 

35 Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him. “Teacher,” they said, “we want you to 
do for us whatever we ask.” 36 “What do you want me to do for you?” he asked. 37 They replied, “Let 
one of us sit at your right and the other at your left in your glory.” 38 “You don’t know what you are 
asking,” Jesus said. “Can you drink the cup I drink or be baptized with the baptism I am baptized 
with?” 39 “We can,” they answered. Jesus said to them, “You will drink the cup I drink and be 
baptized with the baptism I am baptized with, 40 but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. 
These places belong to those for whom they have been prepared.” 

41 When the ten heard about this, they became indignant with James and John. 42 Jesus called them 
together and said, “You know that those who are regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over 
them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. 43 Not so with you. Instead, whoever 
wants to become great among you must be your servant, 44 and whoever wants to be first must be 
slave of all. 45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life 
as a ransom for many.” 

Prayers for those applying for the post of vicar and seeking God’s will for their lives and 
ministry 

We pray for the applicants for the post of vicar. We thank you for their courage in applying for what is 
likely to be a complicated and challenging role. 

Lord Jesus, we look to you as our example and role model. We lift before you whoever our new vicar will 
be. We pray that they have heard your call to lead us as we seek to go your way, through the prompting of 
your Holy Spirit. 

May the successful applicant be a good leader, an equipper and facilitator. May they be prayerful and 
practiced at listening to your voice and in listening to others. Help them to catch your vision for St Mark’s 
and to bring this vision to life. 

Lord, we are not expecting the perfect person but we are hoping for the best person chosen by you. 

[open time of prayer for all] 



Prayers for those shortlisting and interviewing the candidates who apply 

In this section of prayer, we remember specifically the selection panel, the people with the responsibility of 
making this crucial decision on our behalf. It includes two representatives from the Diocese, Bishop Helen-
Ann and Archdeacon Jonathan, and two parish reps, Alison Glover and Dave Ferguson.  Our Patron is 
represented by Rev Graham Archer of the Church Pastoral Aid Society, who has an advisory role. 

Almighty God, we praise you for the life and witness of St Mark's over the years, and the vicars who have 
served you faithfully in this parish. As we prepare to enter a new incumbency, we pray for the selection 
committee as they choose our next leader. Thank you for their willingness to take on this responsibility on 
behalf of us all. Please give them your wisdom and insight as they discern the right person for the job.  May 
they be open to your prompting, and willing to share freely with one another, and may they be united in 
their final decision. May they each be conscious of your presence with them during the interviews, and 
trust you for the right decision. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Guide, Amen. 

[open time of prayer for all] 

 

Prayers for the St Mark’s Church family, for our service and life together as we seek to be 
Jesus’ family of servants on mission. 

In this final section we turn our focus on the wider fellowship at St Mark’s, for all the adults, young people 
and children who make up our church family.   

We think of the unique challenges facing our church now, and in the coming months, and place them all 
under the loving care of God. 

Father of all, we pray for ourselves, for all who worship with us at St Mark’s, for all connected through our 
services, small groups and all connected with us through different ministries and missional activities.  
Thank you for bringing us together into your family, for your grace which enables us to serve you without 
fear.  We pray that we will all recognise you, Lord Jesus, as the Head of the Body, the church, and that we 
will grow up into maturity in faith, being truly filled with your love.  Enable us to serve one another with 
humility, to remain united in your love, and to reach out to others with the hope you bring.  We pray this 
for our church family, trusting that you, Lord Jesus, are the same, yesterday today and forever. 

[open time of prayer for all] 

 

We end with the Lord’s prayer: 

Our Father in Heaven, hallowed be your name. Your Kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
the Kingdom, the power, the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.  

 


