
F O R  O C T O B E R  AT  S T  M A R K ’ S

Praying as a scattered body  
When our normal habits of meeting together at 
church are halted, praying together unites us as a 
church family, and helps us to remember before God 
the vulnerable in our town, the wider world, the 
sick in our community, and our church. 

Praying for our new vicar  
This month we pray in particular for the 
appointment process for our new vicar, asking God 
to guide all involved in that process.  We thank 
God that his knowledge is perfect, He knows the 
end from the beginning, and that He promises 

to complete the good work he has 
begun in us.  Pray that each 
person in this process will have a 
sense of God’s Holy Spirit at work 
in them and through them. 

These bible verses have been resonating with 
members of our congregation as we pray at this 
time: 

Dear Father, we pray that you will guide and give strength to those involved in the appointment 
of a new vicar and that we have faith in their decision-making. Amen. 
Lord, send us a new vicar. A leader who knows your voice. A leader who can steer St Mark’s as we are 
all built up to be your disciples, disciples who reach out to share your love and good news with our 
neighbours. Amen. 
God our Father, help us to put our trust in you to send your chosen person to lead us on to where you 
would have us be. Amen 

Sun 4th – Sat 10th Oct  
Gracious God, you call us to fullness of life: 
deliver us from unbelief and banish our anxieties 
with the liberating love of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
The harvest collections and financial 
donations this year will support Caring 
for Life, Harrogate Homeless Project and 
St George’s Crypt in Leeds.  We pray for 
God’s grace and peace to banish anxieties 
in all the beneficiaries supported by these 
organisations, the hungry and the homeless, 
the lonely and the isolated.  We pray for 
fullness of life for each one of them. 

We thank God for the harvest, for those who 
farm the land, and pray for the church to light 
the way in terms of stewarding God’s wonderful 
Creation and caring for farmers and their families.  
We remember those doing the hard work of 
harvesting in the UK and globally, and we pray for 
courage, strength and ingenuity for those now 
struggling to grow food or make a living due to 
changing climate, adverse economic structures or 
personal ill health.  We pray for vision and courage 
for governments and business leaders around the 
world to consider the good of the whole earth 
before their own political or financial gain. 

“Then I will give you shepherds after my own heart, who will lead you with knowledge and understanding”  Jeremiah 3:15 

“Hope deferred makes the heart sick, but a 
longing fulfilled is a tree of life.”  Proverbs 13: 12 



This week our Mission focus is Latin Link, and especially Paul and Ruth Turner as they 
support and oversee staff across Latin America and Europe.  Praise God for the rest 
and refreshment they enjoyed in the summer.  Praise God that Paul’s dad’s bungalow 
sold quickly and that he will soon be moving into a flat.  We pray that Paul and Ruth 
will be able to return to Peru as planned in early 2021 to continue supporting 
the churches and Christian leaders there. 

Sun 11th – Sat 17th Oct 
God, our judge and saviour, teach us to be open to your truth and to 
trust in your love, that we may live each day with confidence in the 
salvation which is given through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
We pray for our Annual Parochial Church Meeting on 11th October 
at 6pm, for all attending in person or on Zoom, that God’s name would be 
honoured and God’s will be done.  Thank God for all our PCC members, and 
especially for Richard our treasurer, Alison and Charlotte our Churchwardens, 
and Dan, Kim, James and John our clergy, who have been so faithfully working 
to enable St Mark’s to grow and develop through a difficult year.  Father, we pray for 
wisdom in planning ahead for every area of church life.

Prisons week is 11th – 17th October: https://prisonsweek.org/ 
The Prisons Week Prayer: Lord, you offer freedom to all people. We 
pray for those in prison. Break the bonds of fear and isolation that 
exist. Support with your love prisoners and their families and friends, 
prison staff and all who care. Heal those who have been wounded 
by the actions of others, especially the victims of crime. Help us 
to forgive one another, to act justly, love mercy and walk humbly 
together with Christ in his strength and in his Spirit, now and every day. Amen. 
Our Mission focus this week is Artizan International.  We give thanks, Father, for their 
new shop opening on Oxford Street.  We pray for Susie Hart and her family, and for 
the whole volunteer team, as they manage the new shop opening to the public.  Thank 
God that Artizan’s work points to the unconditional love of Jesus, and to the beauty 
and creativity of our God.

Sun 18th – Sat 24th Oct 
Faithful Lord, whose steadfast love never ceases and whose mercies never come to an end: 
grant us the grace to trust you and to receive the gifts of your love, new every morning, in 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Pray this week for integrity and wisdom for Christians working in business, 
consultancy, law and management, that they will honour Jesus.  Thank God for the gifts 
he has given those you know working at a high level in such companies.  Let’s pray too 
for those currently unemployed, and commit them to our loving God.  Lord Jesus, give 
hope to all who are out of work, and provide for them by your grace.  May they know 
that your mercies are new every morning.   
As we lead up to the vicar interview date we pray together: Father God we thank you 



for the opportunities you give us here at St Mark’s, for ministry and mission.  Bless all 
those applying for the post of vicar, and by your Holy Spirit, please work in them, and in 
us, as we seek to discern your will for St Mark’s together.  We pray for fruitfulness in this 
area of church life, for disciples to be made here, and for your blessings to overflow so 
that more people may come to know the love of Jesus Christ. Amen  
Join our prayer gathering on Wednesday 21st October at 7.30pm to pray ahead 
of the interviews for our new vicar. 
Our Mission focus this week is Harrogate Homeless Project and St George’s Crypt in 
Leeds.  Due to the pandemic both these charities have lower resources 
and fewer staff / volunteers.  Pray for provision for both organisations, 
and for energy for those still working hard to protect and provide for the 
homeless.  Ask God to give his peace to any who are anxious or lonely.

Sun 25th – Sat 31st Oct 

God, our light and our salvation: illuminate our lives, that we 
may see your goodness in the land of the living, and looking on 
your beauty may be changed into the likeness of Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 
We pray this week for our clergy, Dan, Kim, John and 
James; our staff team, readers, our churchwardens, and our 
PCC.  Father God we ask you to direct decisions, inspire 
the Sunday teaching, and keep everyone close to You.  We 
ask for God’s generous provision for His Kingdom work 
through His people at St Mark’s, and we pray for God’s 
wisdom for the PCC as they seek the next vicar and make 
financial decisions. 
Our Mission focus this week is Lifeline Harrogate.  In uncertain times, we pray that the 
residents at Lifeline will come to trust in God who has good plans for them.  We pray 
Father, for resilience for the staff as they build up trust with the residents, direct them 
to training and employment, and work alongside them to help build confidence and life 
skills.  We ask your blessing on Carl and Georgie Good as they direct and lead the team.

We pray for the continuing needs of Anne-Marie Atkinson, Michelle Beckett, Stan and Lorraine 
Bisby, Christina, Merle Clayton, Helen Hardie, Frances and Andy Kershaw, Aidan and the Newton 
family, Maureen Preston, Pat, Rosie Rant, Liz and Shirley Ruddle, Amber Seaver, Adrian Selway, 
Jonathan Stewart, Dave Worthington. We pray also for their families and friends and all those who 
care for them.

We pray for all in our church family who have been recently bereaved including Andrew Clarke and 
Sue Woodroofe. We pray for all those who are effected by Covid19, including Jenna McCormack 
and her mum and step dad. Those who are isolated and lonely. For your healing hand on those who 
are sick. Comfort to the bereaved. 

Praying for our Mission Partners 

We continue to pray for all our church’s Mission Partners in this time, organisations which are having 
to adapt their work due to the pandemic, and also cope with a significant drop in funding.  St Mark’s 
is committed to supporting them financially and also in prayer.

“So Christ himself gave the apostles, the 
prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and 
teachers, to equip his people for works of 
service, so that the body of Christ may be built 
up until we all reach unity in the faith and in 
the knowledge of the Son of God and become 
mature, attaining to the whole measure of the 
fullness of Christ”  Ephesians 4:11-13  



Join us via YouTube Mon-Fri at 12 noon for midday prayer 

www.youtube.com/channel/UC2ZCQKjOtssPHQZ3CXLcOrw

Here at St Mark’s we give 10% of our core income to support Christian mission at 
home and abroad. In addition, a substantial proportion of the Parish Share which we 
pay to our Diocese goes towards mission outside of our own area.  We are proud to be 
able to support so many gospel based, kingdom initiatives which are bringing light, hope 
and practical help to people across our town, nation and globe. 

There are two easy ways in which you can give to St Mark’s Church to help maintain 
this valuable work:

 l Regular giving
 l One-off giving

Find out more, download a form or make a one off donation 
on our website: www.smch.org.uk/give or call the church 
office on: 01423 544528 and we’ll send you the information. 

Every penny donated to us is spent in  
support of the mission and ministry of the church. 

Thank you

GIVING TO MISSION

www.smch.org.uk

Visit St Mark’s Church, Leeds Rd, Harrogate, HG2 8AY 

Call 01423 544528   Email office@smch.org.uk


