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Genesis 1: 1-5; 26-28


This year we are going to attempt to see the whole picture of life. The big story. We need to know what the big picture of the story of the universe and Everything is so that we can understand what our part in it is. What part do we play?  As a Christian, as a follower of Christ, the question is: what's the big picture? What's your life about? The whole aim of this year is to give us an understanding of the whole story. 





And the second aim is to enable us to understand how to read, know, and love the Bible.  It's the Bible that tells us who we are, why we're here, how to know God, how to live. But a lot of us don't know how to read it. Or we don't know how to start. That's often because we only read it in small bits, without understanding the whole picture. So this year is about giving each of us an understanding of how it all fits together, so that when you read, meditate, chew over the small parts you will be able to listen to God speaking to you because you understand how they relate to each other. 





In the first part of the year we are going through the whole story in five acts over five weeks. During that time you will be given an opportunity to sign up for notes via e-mail, study through groups, and join various schemes to help you get to grips with the Bible.  We will unpack the way we are going to do it throughout the year. By the end of this year the aim is that everyone in this church will have had an opportunity to really get to grips with the big story and purpose of life, and with the Bible.








individual


STUDY NOTES








Think about the main area of your activity and/or work.  In what ways has God designed it to flourish?  What is His “will” for it?   





The Big Story: Creation








Coming up at St Mark’s…








Living it out (Application):








Hugh Davis, recovering from a nasty leg injury.


Kath Taylor, recovering from a fall.


Ann Worthington – for strength and healing.


The Alpha Course in these last few weeks that God would be able to reveal His love and presence to all who have done it.


Our homegroup leaders – that God would set them on fire and give them vision for pasturing and leading their groups.


That this year the entire church community would grow in a profound love and understanding of the Bible.


Tim and Ruth Cundy for healing and support.


The Hart family as they settle back into Harrogate – a big change!  For Andy beginning work as a teaching assistant in Knaresborough.


For Pablo as he continues his “Step Up” time, that God would continue to use him powerfully.


For the victims of recent attacks in northern Nigeria.


Mission Partner Prayer Focus:


Caring for Life in Leeds.  With government and funding cutbacks, C for L are facing a challenging period, and seeking to rely on God for His provision for the work.  Pray for Pam and Lis from St Mark’s who work there and for the leadership of the project.





Please do take the opportunity for more prayer requests/feedback  - it’s a wonderful way of sharing.


Thank you for your prayers for this church community!
































































































































Thank you for your prayers for this church community!





No groups this week.  Whole church Prayer Meeting 8.30pm Wednesday – looking to the year ahead.  Homegroup leaders’ training at 7.30pm.





He lets us have a say and make choices about how to rule his creation.  A stone cannot help but obey God’s law of gravity, but human beings have the responsibility of living out God’s laws for life on earth.


 


That is the important thing:  God has written laws for both ways of ruling.  Just as there are natural laws, so too God has designed human life to exist in certain ways, and not others.  He has norms for human life.  We are not designed to rule the earth through our law, but through his.  We are used to talking about God’s will for my life in terms of specific events – you know, who should I marry, what job I should have.  But God the creator has an equally specific will for every area of life.  If you are retired, God has norms he wants you to know for how you are to live out this part of your life he has created.  What are they?  In your family life, God has created ways of living he wants you to discern, ways your family is to function.  If you are an artist, you should know that there is good art and bad art.  God has designed art to be created in certain ways and not others.  You are called to serve God by working out how art should be pursued to reveal God’s creativity.   If you are a teacher, you are called to discern God’s creational norms for how children should be educated.  If you are a business person, you are called to discover what God’s specific will is for the way your business should be run.  





And in Act One we discover what we are here to do.  At the beginning of the story we read how human beings were told to be fruitful and “fill the earth and subdue it.”  To rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground. These were God’s first words to Adam and Eve. This is what we were made for. God has given us enormous power to image Him in the world. He's given us intelligence, creativity, leadership, and ingenuity. And he's put us in a rich creation to bring it to life. He wants us to unfold its potential. And so, as a friend of mine says,  “Humans discover oil and in time they develop plastic. A tree becomes a chair.  Snow becomes an igloo. A waterfall can be transformed into electrical power.  Iron ore can be heated, banged, wacked and attacked and a few hours later becomes a knife to cut bread with.  Words can become poems about ferrets and musical notes can bring forth elaborate and sophisticated symphonies. Beethoven cracked out some great tunes. Dickens popped out some cracking yarns. CS Lewis crafted some stunning stories about wardrobes, lions and dwarves!  Such is the power and glory of humankind.”  The purpose of our lives from the beginning has always been that we can image God in the world, ruling over it with love and care to unfold its potential and take care of it.  Jesus comes to restore us, so that we can take part in this.  In your daily life, you have a God-given calling which began at creation.  The question is will you let God use it?
































Read 2 Peter 3:15-16; 2 Timothy 3:14-17.  Why do we study the Scriptures together?  In what ways are the Scriptures essential?


Luke 24: 25-27; John 5:39-40.  Why do we need to understand the whole story?


Psalm 104: 1-35.  In what ways does God continue to sustain creation? So what?


Isaiah 28:24-26.  Does God really have a “will” for farming?  For every area of life?  What is His will for your area(s)?


Exodus 35: 30-35.  The first person is Scripture to be “filled with the Spirit”.  Why is this significant?


Why is understanding Act One so foundational to our lives as followers of Jesus?





























Please pray  for…








Study:





Living it out (Application):





Week beginning: 


8th January 2012





Thank you for the fantastic collections over Christmas totalling over £7,500!  Pray for Harrogate Homeless Project and  Rainbow Children’s Home in Arequipa, Peru, that these gifts may unlock God’s kingdom more.





Saturday 4th February: Geraldine Latty at St Mark’s – not to be missed!  Morning and afternoon seminars.  Free Children’s work (Reception to year 6).  Gospel Celebration in the evening.





Saturday 21st January.  Men’s Day in Manchester – a good group already going.  See Rob Brett for details.





Are you in leadership at St Mark’s?  Come to some/all of the New Wine Leaders’ Conference May 28th-30th.  Main teaching by Alan Hirsch, one of the world leaders in mission thinking today.





Coming up at St Mark’s:





So today we start with Act One: Creation. Some people say the universe and the world is purposeless, random, irrational, and unloved. But followers of Christ see it completely differently. The way that you understand what we will look at today affects absolutely everything. It couldn't be more important to understand this.   So what do we need to know about creation?





The Bible says that the world we live in is a place created by God.  Sounds simple doesn’t it?  But to say that God created this world immediately puts you in your place, doesn’t it?  It challenges the worldview of those who think they can plunder it, use up its resources and take it for granted.  It’s bang at the start of our creed.  “I believe in God, the Father Almighty, who created the heavens and the earth.”  The world we live in exists for God.  


 


In addition, it continues to exist because of God.  He didn’t wind it up like a big clock, and leave it to run itself.  He made an agreement with it.  Through Jeremiah, God said this about his relationship with the world:  “If I have not established my covenant with day and night and the fixed laws of heaven and earth, then I will reject the descendants of Jacob and of David my servant.”  I.e. he is saying that his love for Israel is as certain as his commitment to keep day and night going.  The only reason there will be a sunrise tomorrow morning is because God has decreed it will be so.  Every hair on your head only remains there because God says each day, “Let there be…”  Because God loves his world, he remains faithful to it.  We don’t keep the world going – he does.  Every hour, every minute, every second.  





A proper understanding makes our relationship to the world healthy.  For Buddhists the world is seen as a prison from which we must ultimately be freed.  “Carnal things” such as the human body, sex, art, sport, literature, theatre, food, dancing, parties, playing cards are distractions from the “spiritual”.   But, to be honest, there has been a part of Christianity which has acted like this.  Because throughout the last two thousand millennia, many Christians have condemned these things as not being ways to lead you to God, but things which distract you from God.  





But Act One tells us that this is a terrible mistake, because God called what he created good.  It is a good place.  Seven times it says in Genesis that God looked at things and said they were good, and the final time it states that “God saw all that he had made, and it was very good.”  (Genesis 1: 31)  A Christian understanding of the big story rejoices in the earthiness of creation.  We are called to celebrate and enjoy the bounty of God’s good world – not run away from it.  We are called to party – what was Jesus’ first miracle?  Two thousand bottles of wine.  When people see Christians, they should see people unafraid to enjoy God’s good gifts. 





We understand how God relates to creation.  It stops us splitting our lives into “sacred” and “secular” compartments.  The Big Story reveals something very important: that God rules his creation by his law.  He is in charge, and he has designed his creation at every level to work in certain ways.  There are two ways he rules: directly without help from anyone.  Through what we call “natural law”.   So he has made the planets move in certain ways without help from anyone, he makes seeds germinate, weather fronts form, animals exist without help from anyone.  But the other way he chooses to rule is indirectly – through human beings.  


























How can you become more dependent on “God’s action in you”?  What will you stop trying to do?  What will you start trying to do?














Worship/reflection:





Week beginning: 8th January 2012








Collar the Clergy, 7pm, Monday 4th.


Alpha Course – starting October.  Do you have the gifts and passion to be involved?


Taste for Life, October 1st.  Do you make/create anything foody or arty you can have a table for?


5pm next Sunday – tea and games on the Stray after a short service.�





Take a walk and find 50 things to thank God for. 











